
 

 

The Ordination of Heather Anne Thiessen 
as Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

by the Presbytery of Ohio Valley 
  
   April 30, 2022 - two o’clock in the afternoon 
  Corydon Presbyterian Church - Corydon, Indiana 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Gathering 
 

Prelude                                                    
 

Greeting and Sentences of Scripture            Susan McGhee 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;  
  let us exalt the name of the Lord together. 
 Come, let us sing to the Lord;  
  let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
 

Presentation                
 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
  There is one body and one Spirit, 
  Just as we were called to the one hope of our calling. 
 In her baptism, Heather was clothed with Christ, 
 and is now called by God through the voice of the church 
 to enter upon ministry of the Word and Sacrament. 
  We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ,  
  and we celebrate God’s particular call to our sister, Heather. 
 
 

*Opening Prayer                            Charles Eckart 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Ordination Commission 
Rev. Susan C. McGhee, Executive Presbyter & Moderator of the Commission 

Elder Cortnai Boone, Laconia United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Cindy Cushman, Pastor, Corydon Presbyterian Church 

Elder Charles Eckart, Corydon Presbyterian Church 

 

Corresponding Member of the Commission 
Dr. Johanna W.H. van Wijk-Bos,  Mid-Kentucky Presbytery, 

Professor Emerita of Old Testament, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 

 

Musicians 

Beth Bostock (Piano) 

Cary Pope (Organ) 

 



 

*Hymn “Gather Us In”     Glory to God #401 

Prayer of Confession           Charles Eckart 
Patient and persistent God, 

you never cease holding out your arms to us,  
drawing us to abundant life in your service. 
We confess that we are slow to respond. 
We prefer leisure to labor, 
comfort to compassion, 
distance to devotion. 
Forgive us, we pray, for the many ways we find  
to deny your call and hide from your love. 
Set our feet once again on Christ’s way, 
fill our hearts once again with your Holy Spirit. 
turn our lives once again towards you, 
through Jesus Christ who came to seek and to save the lost. 

Assurance of Pardon 
Hear God’s word of grace: 
You are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you. 
The former things have passed away. 
God is making all things new. 
Friends, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Alleluia! Amen. 

The Word
Prayer for Illumination                  Cortnai Boone  

Gracious and Holy God: give us diligence to seek Thee, 
wisdom to perceive Thee, eyes to behold Thee, 
a heart to meditate upon Thee, and a life to proclaim Thee; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 61:1-4    

Sermon           Cindy Cushman 

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 
the whole universe speaks of your glory,
O God Most High. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your beloved and eternally begotten… 

Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.

Great is the mystery of faith:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,… 

Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread

Communion of the People

Prayer After Communion

Sending Forth

Hymn “Live Into Hope” Glory to God # 772 

*Charge and Blessing Heather Thiessen 

Postlude 

*Please rise in body and/or spirit *Please rise in body and/or spirit 



 

 

Music             “Lord: Here Am I”   Instrumental 

 
Service of Ordination  

 
 

Sentences of Scripture                 Susan McGhee 
 There are varieties of gifts, 
 but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
  There are different ways of serving God, 
  but it is the same Lord who is served. 
 God works through each person in a unique way, 
 but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished. 
  To each is given a gift of the Spirit 
  to be used for the common good. 
 Together we are the body of Christ, 
  and individually members of it. 
 

Statement on Ordination                   
         We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism, 
 and marked as Christ’s own by the Holy Spirit. 

This is our common calling, 
to be disciples and servants of our servant Lord. 

Within the community of the church, 
some are called to particular service 
as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, as elders, and as deacons. 

Recognizing the importance of each office,  
the church ordains in order to assure  
fulfillment of the primary responsibilities  
of preaching the Word  
and administering the sacraments,  
ordering the governance of the church, 
and providing for ministries of care and compassion in the world. 

Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, 
 the Presbytery of Ohio Valley,  
 by means of this commission, 

 now ordains Heather Anne Thiessen 
to the ministry of the Word and Sacrament 
In the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 

Declaration of Ordination               Susan McGhee 
 Heather Thiessen,  
 you are now a minister of the Word and Sacrament in the church of Jesus Christ, 
 Be faithful and true in your ministry  
 so that your whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen Christ. 
 

Welcome           
 

Charge to the Newly Ordained              Johanna van Wijk-Bos   
  

Charge to the Presbytery               Susan McGhee 

  

Presentation of Symbols of Ministry                        
 
 

Offering of the People 

Invitation to the Offering             Heather Thiessen 
  

Offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary, for those who wish to give. 
Please make checks payable to The Presbytery of Ohio Valley.  

The presbytery uses these funds for the education of commissioned pastors and seminary students. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

The Holy Meal 
Invitation to Christ’s Table                            Heather Thiessen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 God be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to God. 
 Let us give thanks to the Holy One our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal God, our Creator… 
 
 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven 
 and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

*Please rise in body and/or spirit 



 

 

Constitutional Questions of the Candidate               Susan McGhee 
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him  
believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative 
witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God's Word to you?  
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our 
church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed 
and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?  
 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided 
by our confessions?   
 
Will you be governed by our church's polity, and will you abide by its discipline?  Will you be a friend among your 
colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God's Word and Spirit?   
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of 
the world?  
 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?  
 
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?   
 
Will you be a faithful minister, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, teaching faith and caring for peo-
ple?  Will you be active in government and discipline, serving in the councils of the church; and in your ministry will 
you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?  
 

Prayer of Ordination                 Susan McGhee
          Members of the Commission will stand behind the candidate. 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 Gracious and eternal God,  
 with joy we give you all thanks and praise. 

 Throughout the ages you have been faithful to your covenant people 
 whom you have called out of bondage and redeemed to be your own. 
 In every time and place you have chosen servants  
 from among your people to point the way to salvation. 

 We are grateful for ancestors in the faith 
 who followed without fear, placing their trust in you alone. 
 We give you thanks for judges and monarchs  
 who ruled in righteousness and peace. 
 We praise you for prophets and apostles 
 who spoke your bold words of mercy and of truth. 
 We thank you for pastors and teachers 
 who have nurtured your people in faith and faithfulness. 

 Above all we praise you for Jesus Christ, who came not to be served,  
 but to serve, and to give his life to set others free. 
 Anointed by your Holy Spirit, he proclaimed your reign on earth, 
 revealing your saving love in all he said and did. 
 

 The Commission will lay hands on the Candidate briefly, in silence.  
Once they have stepped away, the people will pray together. 

 
  Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon your servant Heather, 
  whom you called by baptism as your own.  
  Grant her the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. 
  Give her a spirit of truthfulness  
  rightly to proclaim your Word in Christ 
  from pulpit, table, and font,  
  and in the words and actions of daily living. 
  Give her the gifts of your Holy Spirit to build up the church, 
  to strengthen the common life of your people, 
  and to lead with compassion and vision. 
  In the walk of faith and for the work of ministry,  
  give to your servant Heather, 
  and to all who serve as pastors among your people, 
  gladness and strength, discipline and hope, 
  humility, humor, and courage, and an abiding sense of your presence. 
 

 The Moderator continues. 
 
 Gracious God, pour out your Spirit of power and truth upon the whole church, 
 that we may be for you a holy people, baptized to serve you in the world. 
 Sustain the church in ministry. 
 Ground us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, 
 strengthen our service to the outcast, and increase our love for one another. 
 Show us the transforming power of your grace in our life together, 
 that we may be faithful servants of the gospel, 
 offering a compelling witness in the world 
 to the good news of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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Welcome           
 

Charge to the Newly Ordained              Johanna van Wijk-Bos   
  

Charge to the Presbytery               Susan McGhee 

  

Presentation of Symbols of Ministry                        
 
 

Offering of the People 

Invitation to the Offering             Heather Thiessen 
  

Offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary, for those who wish to give. 
Please make checks payable to The Presbytery of Ohio Valley.  

The presbytery uses these funds for the education of commissioned pastors and seminary students. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

The Holy Meal 
Invitation to Christ’s Table                            Heather Thiessen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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*Hymn               “Gather Us In”       Glory to God #401 
 

Prayer of Confession                  Charles Eckart 
 Patient and persistent God, 
  you never cease holding out your arms to us,  
  drawing us to abundant life in your service. 
  We confess that we are slow to respond. 
  We prefer leisure to labor, 
  comfort to compassion, 
  distance to devotion. 
  Forgive us, we pray, for the many ways we find    
  to deny your call and hide from your love. 
  Set our feet once again on Christ’s way, 
  fill our hearts once again with your Holy Spirit. 
  turn our lives once again towards you, 
  through Jesus Christ who came to seek and to save the lost. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                           
 Hear God’s word of grace: 
 You are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you. 
 The former things have passed away. 
 God is making all things new. 
 Friends, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
  Alleluia! Amen. 
 
 

The Word 

Prayer for Illumination              
 Gracious and Holy God: give us diligence to seek Thee, 
 wisdom to perceive Thee, eyes to behold Thee, 
 a heart to meditate upon Thee, and a life to proclaim Thee;  
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Scripture Lesson   Isaiah 61:1-4                               
 
Sermon                  Cindy Cushman 

  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 
  the whole universe speaks of your glory, 
  O God Most High. 
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 Great is the mystery of faith:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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 Through Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 
 with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever.  Amen. 
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 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
 we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
 is the kingdom, and power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
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Prayer After Communion 

 

Sending Forth 
 
Hymn                   “Live Into Hope”                 Glory to God # 772 
 

*Charge and Blessing                Heather Thiessen 
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